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H-lu—‘luurl‘w“h'mmhulutm“thhotum
para~resets meties, ALC Willigm K, um.dudmmm

'curnunm--ndmw.mzuu.

Hmwmo,uhomknmlvﬂmoohcuﬁb-dm
m-ummm&unm—mkmdwvmunmnnm
afimcj‘mazleﬁdtsbmnmnlwotumﬂu. e was 21 years old.

lis had voluatarilly dropped from his ressue heligsopter te help load weunded
sdldiars abeard s sligg wiish weuld 1ift them ists the hovering shepper.

Hummm..tmam.mhwm Chie, Mg
Parents, William and Irene Pitsenbarger, reside there at 626 Gorden 8t.
wmmta.mmmh.-nmmh-mhm
swrved less than one four-yesr hitah. He came into the Air Foree om the last
day of 1962, He wasn't married. Ho was a Catholie,

wm.&huﬂnm-ddmtmtumnmhhhm
4% 6qual. Bams ef his fellow rescusman have beem killed in Viet Nam. B~
mmlﬁ.hmmmmh.
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ia qeuitness 10 his bravery ot the tine a VC bullet tesk Piteenderger's
1ife wme Amy gb. Pred O. Navarre of lutehinsen, Ken, Mavwarre, a oqued
londer. wmas ene of the weunded Pits wns trying Vo save. Of Ngwarre's 10-
zZan squad, anly twe swyvived,

Pron a hospitel near the Bien Hea air base, Mavurro said his unit =
"C" Campany, 24 Rattalion, 168h Infamtry, lst Infantry Divisien — was imvolved
in & Lesvy fight with the V0, April 11, Suipers and artillery fire were all
about, ami there were many wounded,

Fits, wio was off duly April 11,1 veluntesred to go 1 their rescus. He
W|s assigned 1o a ressus halisopler, snd Hi-43 Huskie, You can see the same
kind a8 U.C, Atrfields. They are wed $o put owt airereft fires. |

The Jungls where Fits died was dense. It had what seldisws cell a
Uwres-cancpy eover ~ thrws leovels of tree heighte. Same of the trees
were 150 fest tall. |

The luskie pilet with wham Pits made his last flight was Capt. Mardld D.
Salem, 33, of Douglas, Aris,

7o get into positian to plak wp the wousded, Selem had te hover in o
mun-rummo:mm.abao-u.wlmmwm
@ all sides — smms within five feet of his rotor blades.
uummmﬂuummm-mom:mtpuumm
m-nau.tmm;xuamn.—.mmmum-
fwam the dattlefield.
~HORE-
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Oeming bask to the juwgle, Pits was lowersd o his sopter's wineh line
e the jugle f3oor te treat the wownded and got them inte a litter sothey
oould be lifbed te the heliespter and out of what Neverre salled "tarvible fire."

Mo ens ordered Pits %o drop into the jungle. Geing into a bLatile seme,
oven lesving & helioopter at the time of u rescus attempt — is voluntary for
he pare-vessus nedis. FPits kniv this. He knew what he was doing, what he
would got iamte, but yet he went. g often said his first sonsern was fer
the wounded who neaded him,

His drop form the helicopter plased him where the fightiag beeame mest fieree.
As ho trested sens wvowmsied men, he gave then amwnition teken fres the men who
could no longer use it. Harlier he hed given his owm pistal te a seldier so
badly hurt he seuld not hold a rifle.

ﬁnhhddmvhnhnnuhrthom.Piulmt.hnntnm.
Bavarro didan't know what Pits did whele bhe was away, but abowt 10 to 15 mimutes
later, the yowg paremedis returned to Navarre's side with 20 magasines of
rifle smsmitien. |

| le sreushed gaeng the wounded and used a rifle te powr ewt fire.

"Fits must have seen the YCRr he was the only me who was weing
seui~quionatis fare. The rest of swre e full awtomatis, Just sprwyisg
She bushes and trece heping our fire would hit,” Nawarro ssid. The Kansas
oaldier said he saw VG smipers fall frem trees after they wers hit,

Fiftemn ninvtes after returning to the weunded men Pite lay deed 18 the

S0R X~
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The battle reged an. Abeve, reseus haliscpters frem Pitsenbarger's
wit, Detashment & of the 38th Aercspase Reseus and Resovery Squadron, tried to
dososnd. They were drivem awuy by the heavy fire,

Darkness dreught & halt o the firing and alse drewght, Maverro said,
mva---uann-umummnmmnm&mmu
of vounded soldiers snd take ey weapons end snmnitism. The wemen and children
sarried desd VC mmy 50 the Amerisans would mot knew hew many were killed,

“<va have Lo understand sbout VC, “ksvarre explaimed. "The hard sorps
¥C go iato a South Vistnamese village and tell the people Af they don't halp
the VG fight, the VC will destroy the village and kill all the women snd
ehildren. Astually, the South Vistnamese civilians dom's have any chelce but
te go alemg with the VC. '

"Usually whem you'rs attacked by North Vietasmese treeps, you hawe the
South or the loesl VC makimg the first part of the attadk, and them the North
Vistnanese eama :=.°

Nevarro heard the VG eall in the darkness and was tald later by am
1aterproter who was Vith hin Ahat the wemen and shildres had beea threwgh and
had ooms within 30 yards of his pesition,

Newarre's wmit ealled ia artillery during the night to drive back the
VC forges. Five or six rounds ezme in every 15 secomds fram 8130 that night
wmtil seven ¢‘aloek $the wext mormiag.

This is how ALC Williem H. Fiteenbarger died. A halisopter orew
bwought his body ewt of the jungle the next meraing. While he lived, he
lived 4 life of great advemture.

<HORB-




B Cab e s

B

T A e s

S§LrX

Apr 66, page 5 of 6 pages

Pits cans %o Viet Nam Augwst 8. Fe had eqyploted Army Parstrooper trainisg
nmn—u.u..u.-uhu.s.munumwxm.m
yeoome ant swvival Sechinielsns mediesl cowres end the Air Porse Gambal Survival
Couwree al Stead A.0.B. Nev. s treined to Jmp the jungle at Fglim A.F.B,, Fla.,
wmt to the Tropieal Servival Sehool at Albreck, A.F.B., Fansme Camal Zone, and
attended the firefighters course for the HE-A) helieopter —- the last aireraft
he wp $0 ride while living.

uunm-mmm-m,muucumsmmo.
Wb iS hed its bright memente. Ne went %o Merth, Awtralis, as & Pars-resswe
nedie en Geninl snd Newewry spese probe reecveries. last fall he was eu the
heliospter which teck singer Nary Martia frem the Taa Sen Mhut air base to Biem
h' .

mummm.umwmuuaw.‘m
te (resh petiants ot & leper eslong in VO-infested territesy mesr Bism Hoa.

Pite made ofer 300 flights while ia Viet Mem.

ll-ol-hnuhrﬂnum'ulddjutthhm“hMpM
-;wamw.mm‘um.vmmw.
umuwmmwmmn@m.m.um
o€t & ning whieh hlew off part of his feet, |

Pite wms the typw of mam ne aue seuld dislike. "He prebahle hed hds faulte,
utnmm'mmmwmtut“m.-mnch.
O'ﬂm»,emmm.mmuwuumMm.

N.mﬂ. Keseler, 34, of Anamosee, N.C., Piteemberger's cammender,
Salled Pits, "eme of s spesial boeed. Alert and almys ready to go mn any nissimm.

He we the cheerfuliype and was aliays ther when needed.”
~HORR~
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Apr 66 088, page 6 of 6 pages A
lie was a definite morale booster to he rescus people.*

Pite ws aleo a tough eampetitor, aesording to Gapt. Dale 1L, Potter, 31,
of Jeseph, Ore. Fotter used to play bandbell with the yeuth,

'Qlthoum.'ﬂumhuxd."Piuvmjinnwuhcm.
the job. You dem't replase smmeons like Pits.®

Cal. Arthur Beall of Oriende, Fla., Alr Peres rescus ehisf in Viet Yem
said Pitemberger displayed inefedidle truvery. He night have added that
mmu.m.hmdnummmtaoum
uWp 10 Whelr astte: "Dat Others Might Live.®



